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SPEECHES
HON. PHILADELPH VAN TRUMP
ST LT IR oy 1
' HON. BEQRGE W. MORGAN
THE "uéi'i':; ATION BILL;

In the Honse of Hepresentatives,
March 10, 1868,

I CL T A

The House having nnder consideration
the bill (H. R. No. 768) concerning the
rights of American citizens in foreign
States—

Mr. VAN TRUMP said:

Mg. Speakei: In the present condition
of my heslth, I should not have felt in-
clined to tnke any in this debate, even
upon this great question of expatriation,
were it not the fact that I represent & large
number of both native and sdopted
citizens who bave petitioned Congress
to take prompt and decided action

upon the subject. I had the honor to
resent to the House a few days since, for
18 appropri eference to the committee
on Foréign irs, & petition sigued by

more than six hundred citizens of my dis-
trict, prayivg Congress to take such action
upun the subject as would evinee to the
world that we ure determived to ussert anag
waintalu the rights of our naturalized tel-
low-eitizens, and also to declare. by the leg-
islative voice of the Republic for the first
time n its history; what thoserights are in
elear, distinet and unequivoeal  terms.—
Standing In this position in relation to my
constituents, I yield to all the responsibii-
ities of my rituation in submitting, as brief-
ly as possible, my views upon this great
publie question; and 1 cheertully and grate-
fully return my thanks to my honorable
friend and colleague [Mr. Morgan] for his
personal kindness in yielding to me the
time which belonged to himself as a mem-
ber of the committee on Forelgn Aftairs.

Sir, whalever may be the tate of
the bill now Dbefore us, one advan-
tage at. ill . ba_ derived from

it; the endi wngm ot the publle mind
and the attraction of the public attention
to the subject at large by the very full and
exhaustive debate to which It bhas given
rise. Itconc{elﬁ:ln tlh%rligllclinte;est. as wflij
e of the indiyidual gitizen, go ¢
&J}S aauseutiarly :_hn:si‘: ‘eannot fail
D co. nd & degree of popllar attention
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mmengurate  with its patiopal impor-
tance. Ass &estlun-qumn rial, inherent,
and farddewental right beélonging to mun
in his charucter of citizen the omission on
the part of the American Legislature,
from the toundation of the Government
up to this time, to declare s exist-
ence. and especially to provide the appro-
priate méans forilsexercise. ks & most re-
markable fact, anl, if stlll neglected and
omitted on our part, will attract the ear-
nest attention of the whole country the

people, Itis a question, sir, which emi-
| nently belongs to the people. They will
not only reguire that we shall legisiate
upon the subject, but they will dewand at
our hands full and ample legisiation, both
declaratory and remedial. They will give
vs to understand, in a way not to be mis-
understood or disregarded, that there shall
be no more evasion ommhignj‘g;{n the leg-
islative action of the vermment,
such as has marked the history of
the past, either in relation to the right it-
self or its remedy. The President of the
United States, in his late annual message,
has recommended the subject to our gerious
consideration, and the voice of the people
titions Bediup to us has
strongly secqnded this timely movement on
the part of the Executive. :

Mr. Spesker, I need not argue
at  any length, I at all, the
question of the inherent and inde-

teasible right of expatriation us belong-
ing poevery dree-born eitizen. . Thatprop-
os}u:m has already been exhansted by the
able speeches of geutlemen who have pre-
ceded me. I will say, however, in passing
along, that it is one of those great and
self-evident truths whose simple statement
amounts to a demonstration. 1t is a right
whick-lies much deeper. and broader than
any. ?ri!‘llgge sordugy ‘lowing from the

nfi ed rights which create and give
force and effeet to the mutual obligation
existing between the citizen and the Gov-
ernment under which he has consented, for
the time being. to live. There are certain

ualified nnd immperfect rights which every
ain_l sufiehders whea he consents to be-
fome & portion-of thelegal civil organiza-
tion; and which implies, and absolutely
creates, on the part of such civil govern-
ment, an obligation to protect him in his
life, liberty, and property. Voluntary ex-
patriation is nothing more than an exer-
tion of this right to personal liberty thus
guarantied by the Government to the indi-
vidoal. The right of personal liberty and
of uncgestrained -Jocomotion-is the pri-
mary abject: of all. civil government.
But this right of expatriation is
~till more abstract and originul; for it isthe
ereature not of municipal but ot nataral
Inw. The greatest writers on public and
natural law, reared and educated even un-
e e eha of oneguch anthorgas
'Vulitel, Buglamsqu ;‘Wﬂ-ke&m:& and Byak-
"ersthdeck, all put It upon the ground of
uatural right.

But notwithstandir g, Mr. Speaker, Ishall
assume that the right of emigration and
{ts concomitant privilege of expatriation Is
not only & right 8o well founded in the uni-
versal lJaw of nature, butisso generally ac-
knowledged among the elvilized nations of
the earth, as to need neither argunment nor
testimony rojestabiieh iy, I cannot refrain
from quotiug a most striking paseage from
the ulwost forgotten essay of Noah Weh-
ster, republished during the war of 1812,

«% the absurd iden of a great Englizh judge
that allrglsnnc:]mn&he u":wntn'i‘fn was not
ol [ Liops twasfound-
v}o’fp‘ﬁ:ﬂz AW %m, sir, _!s;onag]r E_r:e
monstrous absurdities to which the
adyocates of the “divine right of kings”
are driven in their defense of
the doctrine that “once a subject always u
subject.” The right of expatriution und
the d‘ugy of allegiance  eannot both be
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f { in ‘the w of nature. There can
exist no antagonism in the laws of God.
The essence of His moral law is the spirit
of harmony. He gives no right but
what is consistent with doty, and im-
poseg no obligation” Which shall destroy a
right thus given. Upon this question of
the duty of ullegiance being derived from
the law ol nature the great l;;'um-rlclnn lexi-
cographer s an overmateh lor the great
E:ug,l‘ i gult. “He thubtriumphant-
Iy ex _ '_a';‘l’qll_‘?cy ot the Englishy Jaw-
writer's reasoning: -
* Blackstone 4 *that nataral allegiance is a
debt of gratitnde,’” because the subject is under the
king's proteation while an infant. He mightjost as
h b B s s T Bia domatn:
1 e the s o do -
oe. Oathis prifafole of gretifudes ohild is obliged
to obey snd cerve his parent after he has left his
faniiy and while e lives- This debt, aceording to
& same suthor, cannot b csnceled but by concur-

rence of the Lo giinture. How, in the nnme of res-
chﬁ;n act uf the Lv:ialst.'w;g diss lve nzhltllrll
i w ol it cancel mdebt rati SOfni=
o sknes 1ovks with du:n%n on nn’gﬁ -g:ﬁnd ’:ﬂile
rensuning, Haw, ifi eos suoh s thing a4 natural
and perpetual allegiancs, an Englishman who re-
mives 1o France caunot toke nrms to defond France
sgainst o invesion from Eoglacd. Tsthis agreeable
tu shie laws of Dature and society, that & wan should
pot protect himaelf, his family, and his pr porty ?
It will be said that the man {s within the Engiish
irg's allegiance, and entitled 10 bis pro'esetivn —
ut the king cannit protect him: it is beyond his
wor, and the Englishman is not obliged to leave
‘rance and seek prutection in Engl ind.
and his family nay be in France, and, if he ehooses

Wﬁﬁw& LT %l‘b
e 7% ¥
war, excepl & defensive «ne, is & breach of the moral

b ben a natural born subject of
;: Baa:l»:n: s oiiisen of Franos bo ij’m“gjuﬂlu:‘h&i

defending the om against his nstoral prince.”
Mr. Speaker, this-right of expatriation, as
the conseguent political result of the act o1
emigration, is as old as civil government jt-
sell, It existed in the best days of Greece
e. [0S i by the

Tu LY [ ll.

excl -
Evgs- 1 i boek-Tdal

more the guestion i3 agitated among the}

Hir estate |

Inws of Fﬂmt‘lﬂd bound to assist, il required. in ||

but written in 1780. in which he demalish-|”

_the important amendment proposed by my

* natoralization lawe theo oxisting.

Jin m

* 0 glorions right, by divine favor, obtained for
tts by our ancestors in the commencement of the
Roman name, by which no man can bo a citizen of
more than one commonwealth ; by whioh tio mas
cun be compelled to loave it asainst his will. nor ro-
main io it againset'his inolination. Tuisis the firm-
a4 foundation of our liberty, that every mwan shall
bave an absulate power Lo retsin or abandon his
rights at his election.” e’

Mr. Speaker, the whole principle, the
very essence of this great right ol
sell-expatriation, is embodied [n this
single senfence of Cicero: it enunei-
ates the great troth that the mntural rights
ol man are paramount to the delegated
powers of government. Aslong as the lib-
erties of nme existed this great right of
her eitizens endured. Butf, sir, there came
a time, long atter the liberties of the Ro-
man .people had perished by wsarpation.
when there was & ead retrocession of this
anclent right of the people. The rise of
the feudal system In Euarope organized a
very different condition ofsoclety and laws.
To this dark ers of human degradation,
when civilization was pushed buck by van-
‘dalism and Gothic barbarity, we owe the
origin of thiis dlavish doetrine ot perpetual
gllegiance. William the Conqueror car~
ried jt with him into Englaund; gnd it ex-
ists there to-day as the servile relic of the
Norman copquests.  The question now be-
fore us and the American people, revived
by recent events and nots of aggression and
outrage on.the rights of our nuturalized
eitizens by the British Government, is

“whether we shall take an open and bold

stand In defense of those riglits, to ignore
which would be to abandon the fundamen-
tal principles upon which our Government
is based. And this brings me to & more
imwmediate but very briel consideration of
the report and blll now before the House,
as reported by the committee on Foreign
Aflairs, the present bill belng & substitute
for the one originally reported,

Mr. Speaker, there I3 oue proposition
very clear to my mind, and it {s this: we
should legislate upun this very grave and
delicate question up to its highest status
of dignity and importance, asserting all its
rights and sssuming all its responsibilities,
or we ehould not legislate upon it all. I
shall show before 1 take my seat, by a briel
recurrence to our past judieial and legisla-
tive history upoen this guestion, that if we
-pow act at all we should act fully up to all
the serfous requirements of the occagsion.—
1 do not mean to say, sir, that if my views
are not embodied in this bill. by way of
certain amendments which Ishall pro K
I intend to vofe against it. Not at all. If
it is the best thing we can get, by way of
estublishing, among other things, a mode
of evidence of the fact of expatriation, it
shall have wy earnest support, although
it may partake more of the nature of
8 resoltntion than & law; a declaration
ot opinion more than a rule of action
for both Government and citizen. I am
free to admit, however, that the present biil
is & very great Improvement upon the for-
mer one, I very much regretted, Mr.
Hpeaker, that the distinguished chairman
of the committee on Foréign Affairs [Mr.
Banks] refused the other day to entercain

honorable friend from Pennsylvania [Mr.
Woodward] to the bill as originally report-
¢d Lo the House. Some such amendment
to the original bill-was nevessary, if we in-
tend by the presens legislation to put an
end to the doubtful position which this
Government has herctofore ocenpied npon
this question. I had also prepared some
amendments to that bill, and which the
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Wood-
ward] snd myself had compared with his
own, They are gimilarin design, though
mine are more specific in detail. Unless I
shall be cut off by. the operation of the pre-
vious #uestion, I intend to offer them as
amendwents toche present bill, and I now,
sir, wish to have them read for the infor-
mation of the House; or, if that is object-
ed to, I desire the Clerk to read them as
pirt of my remarks, so that they may go
to the country along with the bill. Hewill
pléase read from puage 12 of the printed
amendments.

The Clerk read as follows :

Add to original bill the following seotionz:

SE0.—, Axd bs 74 further emncfeid, Thas when-
everany eitisen of thoe Unitel States, either native
vorn or adopted, by a declaration in writing, made
and exeouted in a distries court of the United
sStates within the State where he thall have held
bis Inst 'egal revidonce, done in open court, to be by
said conrt entered. of record inemid cours, declare
that he ralinquishes *he charaster of a vitizea of
the United States, and shall therenpon depart out
of the United Miated, such person shall, frim and
sfter the time of his said departare, ba econsidered
as having exercised his r ght of expatriniion under
thiz met, and shall thsresftor ba considered as no
citiwen of the | nitel States, and as absolved from
all ailegiance thercto, and ns having volunrarily re-
}lnquilhen.l al. right aod beuefit of protection there-
roun .

lz'?;i.i:.---. And Bedt further enacted That any per-
son, cither sa a oative or adopied citiz n of the
United Stst<5, making susn declamtion, and depart-
inz out of the United States in meoordance there-
with, and being thus by this act deprived of all pro-
teo ion from, and cbsolved from allegianmce to the |
United Statss, shall not thereafler again tooomo a
citizen of the United Statesin sny other manner
than under and by virtueof the provisivos of the

Mr. VAN TRUMP. Mr. Speaker. the
adoption of these or similur, amendments
will not.only be appropriate but essential,
for two reasons:

Firgt. That Innsmuchas theaet of expatria-
tion depends almastentirely upon aquestion
of intention on the part of the citizan, it is
s matter of the highest im[mrt»ucr. both to
Government and eitizen, thatsome author-
itative means should be adopted: by law
wherely such fact of intentiton shall not be
left to be solved by doubtful acts or more
donbtful construction. It such system is
adopred then the citizen knows that such
intention is manitested and made suscenti-
ble of proof by eertain record facts, which
relieves him from all apyreheuslon of
any infraction ot the laws of the country
he has just left, br acting in accordance
with his vew ob léza.t.luns to the country
of his adoption} and the Government from
which he has thos expatriated himselt will
be relieved from the same doubt and unrver-
tainty a8 to its obligation to throw over
him the mgzis of s power to defend and
protect him in & foreign or extra-territorial
jurisdiction.

Second. The spirit and evident point of
the proposed legisiation, as embodied in
this bill in & much stronger and prouder
tone than in the one first reported, is a de-
mand of the other Govérnments ofthepivil-
ized world that they shall recognizs the
great principle of the right of expatriation
of their own citizens or subjects when
emigrating to this coantry with an inten-
tior of permanent domicile. That is what
this bill means, if, in its present shape, it
means anything beyond s mere, but forei-
ble, declaration of opinion. In the way of

overnmental policy and offie action

ereafter I desire that it shall mean some-
thing more than such mere abstract decla-
ration. Whatever we require other Gov-
ernments to do we shouid be willing to do
ourselves; and especially should we occupy
this position now, when we seek to repu-
dlate our past aetion upon the very snbject
under consideration. 8ir, gince the down-
fail of the fendal system in Europe—a sys-
tem which branded governmental owner-
ship upon map as we hrand cattle or mules
ern days, no Government within the
pale of civilization has refused to recognize
this fundamental and ivalienable right of
the individual citizen, save that narrow-
minded andselfish dynasty which isselzing
and imprigoning, without crime agalnsg
herlaws free-born Ameriean eitizens, with
the fixed and nefarious purpose, as [ believe,
of embroiling ns in a war at a time,
as she - thinks, when we are but illy pre-
pared for the contlict.

Sir, she hus not yet forgotten that one
great national and universal act ofexpatri-
arion which spoke this great fubric of con-
stitutionnl government into being through
the process of revolution. She has not yet
forgotien nor has she yet recovered from a
feeling of deep national chagrin snd hu-
miliation ather glenal discomfiture in the
war of 1812 upon thie very question which
we are now considering. That is the re-
eret of all her movements. [t was this fee]-
fng and thisdegign which prompted all her
seeretand semi-official movementsand ma-
chinations in our own recent great and
most, unhappy rebellion. Shehasbeen the
heartless and insidious plotter of our de-
struction for more than a guarter of a cen-
tury.. Sheiseven now holding out aguinse
the common oriniqn of mankind in her
oppesition to this doctrine of expatriation
more to anney and embarrass us than with
any, honest design. to maintain her own
rights even as she assumes. to onderstand
titemr.  In all this we owe her nothing np-
on this question, unless it is to assert and
wmaintein our position: at all bazards, - She
is entitled yetther 1O our courtesy or re-
gpect i rélarion to her pust or present
eonduct upon tuis, great question of pub-
lie law. -But, sir, we do owe something to
the'other Powers of Europe. They stand
toward us in relation to  thHis ques-

a subject of international law, we owe to
thom a distinet and unequivocal legisiative
declaration ; an open and honest avowal,
not only ot our futura purposes, but also
of onr adwministrative policy in regurd
to our own citizens upon this question ot
alleginnee, 1t should no longer remain
either in doubt or obscurity.

1 shall show, sir, before I take my seat,
that for some unexplained reason we have
been shy of this question from the com-
mencement of the Government up to this
time. Recent events across the water ad-
moinish us to change promptly our position
from one of doubt and uncertainty to that
of a clear and décided legislative recogui-
tion of this great right of humanity io all
its just forms and bearings, The honora-
ble gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
Banks]. in his remarks upon the origl-
nal bill a few duys ago, made the dec-
laration that the TUnited States hus
always openly and frankly scknowledged
the right of expatriation in her own eiti-
zens. The hodorable geotieman also em-
bodied in that bill the unguarded declira-
tion that this principle has “ been insisted
uPon and waintained by the Government
of the United States.” Sir, whether thatls
true or not depends wholly nupon the mean-
ing of the térms used. If the honorable
gentleman means, by the use of the term
“Government.” to embrace only the execu-
tivebranch, and which would be a very ex-
traordinary proposition to come just now
from that side of the House, the statement
would be partislly correct, but not other-
wise. But, In its ordivary and natoral
meaning, I do not so understand the pub-
lic history of ‘this ?uestlo‘n in this country.
It may be true In an unofficial popular
gense, or it may be true even in regard to
onr diplomatic intercourse, through the
Executive, with other nations. I do not
konow how this may be, but the assertion is
notstrictly correct either in a judicial ora
legisiptive fmin; of view. In thatsense it
is not a well sustained historical remark.
Sir, in regard to our Fut public and offi-
cial acfion, especially in a judicial point ot
view, I earnestly indorse the provisions of
the first section of the bill new under eon-
slderation. That section reads as follows:

Bae it enactad, &0, That any declaration, instruc-
tion, opinion, vrder, ar deeision of any officers of
this Government which denjes, restriots, impaire, or
questions the right of expatriation is bereby de-
clared inco sistent with the fundamentsl prinei.
ple[n{tl of this Guvernment, aad therefore null an
volid.

To show the force and necessity=of these
provisions a brief review of the judicial
and legislative history of this question in
this country is not only appropriate but
important. In the firse place, In a legisla-
tive point of view, the passage by Con-
gresa of the celebrated alien act of 1708 did
not very suneccessfully show that we, even
in that early day of our history, *“‘openly
and frankly acknowledged” the doctrine,
It is true, Mr. Speaker, that, as a conse-
quence of the passage of that act, the ad-
winistration ot JulMn Adams was over-
thrown by one of the most .overwhelming
populer demonstrations in the history ot
the country ; but I am looking at the ques-
tion, not in its popular aspect, but in that
official and anthoritative character In
which one nation recngnizes the po-
sition and action of another. The first at-
tempt withio the scope of my investiga-
tion or recollection to recognize the prin-
ciple by positive legizslative enactment was
in 1814, during the war with England. Ooe
reason, perhaps, why it falled—and I admit
it would have been & sound and adequate
one if of constitutional authority—wasthe
very fact that we were then engaged In
war. In Jaonary. 1814, Mr. Robertson, a
leading Representative from the State ol
Louisiana, subhmitted a resolution to ap-
point & special committee to inquire into
the expediency ot providing by luw for the
exercise ol the right of expatrintion in be-
halt of mnative and naturalized eit-
izens of the United Stares. Like the

resent proposition now before the
quse, it gaverise to no party feelings or
party action. Federalistz and Democrats
alike voted for and againat it. The resolu-
tion was opposed upon various grounds;
some thought it ill-timed and Inexpedient,
others feared it would intertere with pend-
ing or contemplated negotiations in rela-
tion to the war; some thought that in its
nature (it was too abstract, others that it
might be in violation of the muni-
cipal laws of foreign nations; and
some members opposed it for the reason
that it wonld hold out enconragement
to desertion in thearmy. Theconsequence
was that the resolution was laid upen the
table by a decided majority. Awsain In
1818, several years after the termination of
the war, the same gentleman iotroduced a
bill into this Houze having the same object
in view., The bill was very earunestly and
ably debated for several davs, but was
finally defeated by a vote of 70 to 58.

So much Mr. Speaker, for the legislative
history of this question. I now propose to
turn tor a moment to its judicial history.—
It is a somewhat singular fact that this
gquestion was not moofed either in the pro-
ceedings or the debates ot the Convention
which framed the Constitution. It was
incidentaily touched upon, however, at a
very early day in the Supreme Court of the
United States, In the verv first casze (Tal-
bot vs. Janson 3 Dall, 133) in which the
guestion of expatristion was alluded to and
incidentally passed apon, and which arose
upon the renouncement of the party un-
der the provisions of a law of the Stute of
Virginia, passed in 1793, substantially the
same as those of my proposed amendment.
Judge Paterson recognized the necessity
of au act of Congress upon the subject. In
delivering the opinion ot the court he used
the following language :

*A statute of the United States relstive to ox-
patriation is much wanted, especially asthe cim-
mon law of England 18, by the ‘Constitutions of
somdé pf the States, recognized and sdopted. e
sides, sscertaining by positive law the manner in
wiich exparria fon may be effeated would obyiate
doubts uader the suhjas notorious and easy of ap-
prehension. and preseut the rule of ewil condaot
in a very intorssting point.”

In the case of Murray wus. sechooner
Charming Betsy (2 Cranch, 64) Chiet Jus-
tice Marshall intimated a doubt whether a
citizen of the United States can divest him-
self absolutely of that character otherwise
than in guch manneras may be preseribed
by law. This was in the wyear 1804, In
1707 the case of Isanc Williams was tried
in the Cireult Court of the United States
for Connectiont, Chief Justice Ellsworth
presiding. The tacts were briefly these:
Willlams was indicted for accepting 8 com-
mizsion under the French Repnblie. and
under the suthority thereol committing

ACts of hostility against Great
Britain. On the trial he alleged,
ard offered to prove, that he had

expatriated himeelt from the United States
and became a French cltizen befure the
commencement of the war between France
and England. This ralsed the direct ques-
tion as to the rizht of expatriation in this
country without a law of Congress, and
Chief Justice Etlsworth I8 reported to have
explicitly denied the right, and to have as-
gerted that the common law of England
was the law of the United States on the
subject of expatriation. The prisoner was
found guilty, fined, and imprisoned.

Sir, I eannot agree with the honorable
eommittes on Forelgn Afiairs when they
nssert, as they do in their report, that the
defense thus set up by Willinms “was man-
ifestly an evasion, and that the just pur-
pose of the eourt was to show that no such
detense could be recognized for such pur-
pose.” Mr. Speaker,that is rather a bold and
summary modeof getting rid of the force of
an existingjudicial precedent. It belongs to
the comprehengive system of  modern
politics. No sound or cautious lawyer
wonld assume any such position as
that. The defendant in a regular erimi-
nnl procedure, in a solemn court of jus-
tice, put in his plea in bar, setting up the
facts ot expatriation aund naturalization
as a full defense to the action. To this plea
there was a demurrer, which raised the di-
rect question of the right of expatriation.
The demurrer admitted the facts set up in
the plea; and it is something more than
+ avasion ” on the part of the committes, it
iz the torturing of legal truth, to say that
it was the purpose of the court to censure
evasive pleading rather than to adjndicate
4 solemn principle of law,

Here, then, Mr. Speaker, we have exhib-
ited to our observation the state of legisla-
tion and the unsatisfactory and uncertain
character of judicial interpretation npon
this great question ot the right of expatri-
ation of sn American citizén. " Sir, these
judieial hints and indications upon the
question of this right, and the fact that on
two several occasions a half century ago,
Congress bad, in effect refused to assert
the right, have placed us in 80 eqiiivocal
and inconsistant an attitude betore the
world that the imperious duty is now
pressed upon us to sit ourselves right upon

tion-In gquite a different sttitude. In de-

mauding o reeognition of this prineiple as

th tion. Ithas been snid, Mr. Spealk-
tsr,a &:ﬁs&h‘; Convention which tramed the

= T p———

Constitution. would not have authorized
Congress to naturalize the subjects of for-
elgn States If they had not acknowledged
the wight o!f ‘the foreigner to re-

nounce his allegiance to his native
country and assume a new one
here. Nothing can be more conclusive

thau this propogition by way of argument.
But it inferentially acknowledges another
thing, and that is, e converso, toreign Gov-
ernments. who recognize this principle as
to their own citizens or subjects emigrating
to our shores, have the right to demand of
us the unqualified recognition of the same
right in relation to onr own citizens emi-
grating to foreign States.

Sir, I failed to comprehend why it was
that the honorable chairman of the Com-
mittee on Foreign®Affairs [ Mr. Banks] was
g0 much opposed to the amendment of the
honorable gentleman from Penneylvanin,
[Mr. Woodward.] and to all amendments
whateoever to the original bill. I did not
feel the force™of the reasons he gave for his
oppogition to those amendments. Sir. the
question is, shall we reverse or sustain our
former position upon this all-abRorbing
question'? Shall we clear away the fog
which envelopes it or increases ity density?
1f we have been wrong heretofore let us be
right now, Theguestion issquarely put to us
in the first section of the bill now before us.
The proposition 5 too serious and  impor-
tant for us to be trifling with it any longer.
Duty to those Powers of the world who
have recognized the right of emigration
and expatriation, as well as a just indigna-
tion against those who have retused to re-
cognize it, alike ecall upon us to take such

ition now as will put an end to” all
oubt and uneertainty in 'the future. Mr.
Bpeaker, in the former debate upon the or-
iginal bill the singular position ot the hon-
orable chairman of the dcommittes was that
it is Imgosslble to legislate upon this gub-
jeet, and give now, by positive enactment,
the right of expatriation to American citi-
zeng, * without by that very act enabling
foreign Governments to say to us that up
to this date our citizens had no
right to expatriate themselves;” and that
in such state of case they would be “debar-
red from claiming the protection in for-
eign Btates which it isthe purpose of this
bill to accord to them.” Sir, was that not
“a most lame and impotent couclusion #
Suppose they dosay so, what then ?  Could
they not, if we ghall remnin silent now,
muke the samecharge at any time hereaf-
ter when we shall assert the right eitherin
the halls of legisiation or upon the tented
field? Can any amendment to a bill, or a
refusal to amend it, aonihilate the history
of the past? Can & single act done or omit-
ted to be donein the pgst be changed in
the slizhest degree by anythivg we may
now do or refuseto do? No,sir; there
can be no modification of the past; its
facts have gone into history; they
ean neither be 1ignored or blotted out. We
may create a new fature, but we cannot
ninke a pew past. We must act upon this
question now as thougb it was the first time
it ever challenged our attention, either as
judges or legislators. It our course here-
tofore in theadministration ot publie af-
fairs In relation to this question has been
indeterminate and wvagoe and uncertain,
will anything we may now do or refuse to
do make our pastaction or non-action any
more direct'or sigriticant? Certainly not.
It is the liviog present we have 1o deal
with, and not the dead past.

Sir, the logic of the gentleman is about
this: becanse we have heretofore neglected
or falled to assert and establish &
great right in behalf ol Ameri-
can eitizenship; because we have for
more than eighty years lived withont a
law to provide the means for its exereise,
and preserve the evidence of the fact when
80 exercised, we ghould still continue in
that line of poliey; dand that even now,
when that precious and inestimable right,
so essential to the full enjoyment of the
hizhest liberty in the pursait of happi-
ness, is being daily assailed and trampled
under foot by our ancient enemy, we should
absolutely refuse todeclare.and define it in
terms befirting its _grave importance for
fear that by Iits assertion now we would
expose the fact of onr former neglect or in-
vite an unfavorable Interpretation by that
enemy ! Sir, if the legislative power of the
country has been derelict in its duty in
the past, and to the people the stronger
the reaton Is that it should now act
with promptness and energy in the full
and unequivocal assertion of this great
right of the citizern, We should not only
assert the right, but we are also bound to
furpish the ensiest and most sppropriste
means forits exoereise, If the question of
fact whether it bas been exercised or nog
rests at inrge. to be proved like any other
unascertained fact, much eonfusion and in-
convenience will result both to Government
and citizen, Mr. Webster, while Seeretary
of State in 1851, in the csse of John 5.
Thrasher, evidently feltembarrassed in re-
lation. to the character of the evidence as
to the intention of Thrasher in leaving this
country and residing at Havana. The case
arose out of the invasionof Cuba by Lopez.
The claim on the part of Spain, through
the Governor General of the island, was
that Thrasher had been a resident of Ha-
vana, nsa merchant, for a considerable
length of thne, and bad sworn allegiance
to the Spanish Crown. Mr. Webater, in
n-.;!f;unsu to & resclution of this House,
sang:

* There is no evidence in the poscession of the
Government toghow what was his purpose with re-
gard to his retarning to lris pative eountry, at any
pxed or definite time. Other members of bis fami-
ly are understood to be, like hiwaelf. residenis in
Cuba—his father having gone to that island rome
yoars ago. These are l1| the konown genernl facts
respecting the nature of his residence in Havana
whm&lpwoouml to the knowledge of this Depart-
men - . - . - - - .

*‘Jn questions on this su™ject, the ochief point to be
conkidered is the andmus manendi, or intention of
ovntinued residence: and tois must be deciaed by
reasonable rules, aud the g‘ener_ll principles of evi-
dence,™ . . * = If it suffiriently appear
that the intention of removing was to make & per-
manpnt rettlement for an' indefinite time, the
right of domieils is nequired by s residence of even
alew days."

[CONCLURION TO-MORROW.]

~ NOTICES.
PROCLAMATION.

To Ih:}’ Qualified Votérs of the City of Co-
lumbus :
IN UONSEQUENCEOF THE FAILURE
of the passage of the law providing for the hold-
ing of the election of the Members of the Board of
Education on the ﬂrét Monday of April, the day for
the regular Spring Elections in the Siate,
Am Election Will be Held

In the Second, Fourth, Bixth snd Eighth wards of
the eity of Columbus, on

Monday, the 13th day of April, 15888,
"or the purpose of electing one Member of {he
SRy i KT tha bity of Columbas in the
respective wards aforesaid.

The polls, openingat § o'clock-A. M., and closing
at So‘clm:k P. M., will be held at the places desig-
natad, aa follows :

21 Ward—Young’s Carpenter Shop.

4th " —Zettler Honse.

6th " —Laurenz Schoeider's Grooery,

#th ** —North Engine House.

Dope at theeity of Columbus, under my officisl
[sBAL.] aAenl and signature, this 4th day of April,

aprd-dtd-r * JAMES G. BULL. Mayor:
LOTsS FOR sALKE.,

29 loeation and price, situated n short distance
north of the [lepot, Korth High street, opposite the
residence of the late W. B, Hubbard. also, three
fine 1ot in one blook, 150 feet by 187 i, situated on
north gide of East OUak stroet, near East Public
lane. For terms, apply to

WM. A. GILL,

i No. 30 Nortt High street.
Columbuas, Ohio, March 9, 1968, mohlo-d¢m

FOR =ALEK.

OUSE AND LOT NO. 150 EANT
State streot. Houso with 10 ronns; a ve

good lInestion, Enguire at Freight office of L. M.

EC.EXK.H, w &'. H. H. Shion, or the under-

.
m?:!?m-'hl' JOHN W. DOHERTY.

"BOOK TRADE.
GEO. W. GLEASON,
BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER,

190 SOUT HIGH STREET,
' OPERA HOUSE BUILDING.
]' AW, MEDICAL, SCHUOL ASD BLANK
J BOOKS:

Writing Papers, Envelopes, Printer's Oards,
F l;‘uun lia and Brown \F:pplu Pupor,
Slates,
Ink,
Elmtlo Bande,
Xo., &o.

KURTZ & MONAGHAN'S GOLD PENS
Wallpts, Pooket Cn%ﬂ:. Portfolios, and Writing
8, ¥
W holessls and Ratsil. "
Hpﬂang t]ttnek n‘ll l“"nli Papors and Ber-d:r' now
# ow aAnd ¢ nt Lterns, re
FOAT- W indow Shadetand Uartsin Goods, Puoos-
Store Shades

Stocke
& Mercantile Printing, Lith hi and
Hook Binding of the best Iwm;nwlmhn ne mt
short notice. fob15-dim

made to order fram (oods now in

CITY LTS, VARXING IN SIZE, |

DRY GOODS.

N BE W

SPRINC COODS!

GILCHRIST, GRAY & (0.8

—

SPRING FPOPLINS

For traveling and Walking Suits, in all solors. A
very spperior stock of

LAMA LACE POINTS,
PAISLEY AND CASHMERE
SHAWLS,
LADIES' SACKS,
CLOAKING CLOTHS,
MEN'S WEAR AND HOUSE

FURNISHING GOODS!

FRENCH CHINTZ, .
CRINTZ PIQUES,
WHITE PIQUES,

An elegant stook of

DRESS SILKS,

In Plsin, Plaid, Stri aCh les. B &
P g TR o (L P a3 g
and at the Jowest p2 .

GILCHRIST, GRAY & CO.
29 South High street.

SOLE ACENTS

In Columbus for Harris Brothers” Celebrated
eamless Kid Gloves, Also,a full sssortment of
Alexandre’s Kids.
GILCHRIST, GRAY & CO.,
moh?5 20 Souch High street,

NAUGHTON’S STORE.

N E W

FALL AND WINTER
DRY GOODS.

EXTRAORDINARY INDUCEMENTS

TO BUY AT

NAUCHTON'’S!

Parchasers of Dry Goods are cordially invited to
eall and exatnine the

NEW STOCK.

DRESS GOODS ......ccc..e.....CHEAP!
MERINUES voveer cvnnnies «:-e. . CHEAP!
HHAWLE. ... crer i esstarsanss CHEAP!
BLANKETS..... e CHEAP!

EVERYTHING ....ceevievnie....CHRAP]

JAMES NAUGHTON,

118 & 122 Somih High Street,
novil-dly COLUMRUS, 0flI0,

NEW DRY GOODS STORE.

NEW GOODS!:!
CHEAY GOODS!

EENYON & WIGGIN,

NO. 6 NEIL BLOCK,

AHB DAILY RECELIVING AN EN-

Seeol :inl,r new and desirable stock of Fancy and

DERTY GOODS

From the Enstern markets, which they will offerat
the lowest prices, consisting of

Mohairs,

Baratheas,

Alexandre Poplins,
English Serge,

Wash Poplins, &c., &c.
Notions,

Hoslery,

AND A FULL LINE OF
White Goods,
Tsble Linens,
Napkins and Doyl'es,’
Merrimack Prints, .

mohfs-d2w

GROCERS.
W'COLY, MILES & M'DONALDS,

GROCERS,

FALERS IN FOREIGN, DOMESTIC
l and Niaple Grooeries in ntf toeir varioties.

PROPRIETORS OF
COLUMBUS POWDER MAGAZINE.

of the Hazard Powder Co.’s Powder.
A“Milt:;.‘:\i;auu |l,'nr the !l.]:' ol Ga‘l,‘ﬂnlr:: *
Phipps & Uo.™s '

Celebrated Sugar-Cured Hams,

Imported Wines, Brandies, Tigars, ete.
A& GCAENGY FORBR.

MANN & CO.’S
Fresh
BALTIMORE OYSTERS,

CANNED FRUITS & VEGETABLES, ETC.,
Constantly in Store.
&~ All Goods Dellvered Free of Uharge. O:-
dm”““"md' MILES & MoDONALDS
7 i % Hixh s,
—

0ot?8-ddm 124 & 138 Sout
_ COAL." "
HOCKING 'COAL.,

AN NOW SFELLAANG AND DELAIV-
ering to any part of the city, best quality

Coarse and INut

Orders 1eft at my store, No, 6 Hroad street, Buck-
Bloek, will have prompt attention. y
T bt , P- HAYDEN,

4-4, 6-4,8-4 & 10-4 Mushing.

THE LARGEST AND mMOST Com
PLETEB | s
-y

r e Eaw

BOOK- & JOB PRINTING -

IN CENTRAL OHIO.

3 EL AT o7

VIR EMTHA

Nos. 36,38 & 40 North High 8(-.

COLUMEBUS, OHIOY™
'y ' ':..i oL
The sttention of the Business Publio ie ealled 4o

the superior facilities of this Ketablishmeat.
We have in constani use

Eleven Steam Power Pressaé

~—O0F THE—

BEST AND LATEST KINDS

And our ability to get out work promptly is |
surpassed in the West." We have lstaly
made additions to our alreadv

LARGE VARIET “: o :

PRINTING TYPES,

And ws foel confident to satisfy all who way xive
usacall. Our large fonts of type ousblo us
to do all kinds of 5

BOOK PRINTING!

In the most prompt mmvl!mm uﬁ“
call the attention of those wanting =
in thik line to the

ELEGANT SPECIMENS |

' i nrelg
That we have exeauted in the past year.

JOB PRINTING!

The reputation of this Hoass for fine Job Printing
is well known to the busicess community.

Employing, 83 we do, none but the
Best of Workmen.
And having a full assoriment of the
LATEST and CHOIC'E:ET

STYLES OF TYPE,

We will guarantes the utmost entisfaotion.

ALL KINDS OF

Mercantlle,
Rallroad,
Bank and
.Commerclal
Printing,

~—8U0H AS—

Bill Heads, Cards, ,
Circulars, . Letter Heads, . .
Blanks otuil kiods, Checks, |
Drafts, &e., &c.

IN FACT, . ‘

EVERY KIAD OF JOB PRINTING

Nooded by the business publis.

We also keep on hand & larger stock of

PAPERS OF ALL KNS

Than sny other Printing Housé in the city, sesliss

Super Royal, ' Medium,
Cap,’ Eetteraiia =

Wote Papers
Qf the best qualitics, and, purcbasing theni as ‘we
do, dipsotly from the manufsetnrer, we ays
eoabled to do our work at corrpspond- :
ingly low rates. We are Sale
Agents for the

CELEBRATED ramm_& oF"
PLATNER & PO‘.B‘.'I‘E‘RIL

BLANKBOOKS,

We particulariy call lﬂnnilion to the Black Backs
mannfactured by us. We are presared
. 811 all orders for "

Liedsers., "

Journals, siiltog
Day Boolks, "
s 2 ". e i'
And all kinds of Blank Booki now i dss. Thiss
voks sroall dowe in the best style of peper, bull

iog and binding, and we challenge competition
thisline. g ol welt ot ud
GIVE US A CAN:
13 SIERmETLE

st 2103 10 w0 il

SID e Fils da

30, 55 & 40 Noves MIgh Serees

q ouli E-YorToltm

:-awq-' m‘ astoasid Yo
ovsal, 10 olned odd Jdxvol




